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tnd there is an account of his life in the tenth
:>ook, a version of which, in Hindi, is the well-known
Prem-Sagar or ' Ocean of Love/
There are also eighteen Upa-Pwranas, which
leal with the, same matters as the Puranas and
were written later as their appendices.
The Hindu Trinity.
In the Veda mention is occasionally made of the
triple form of fire and of the three gods Agni, Surya,
and Indra as a kind of joint manifestation; later
the doctrine of a.trinity, or rather'triple manifesta-
tion,   developed.     Brahma,   the    universal    and
Supreme Being,, assumed the form of a activity ** as
Brahma the Creator, of " goodness " as Vishnu the
Preserver, and of " darkness " as Siva the Destroyer.
This formation first appears in the Brahmanized
version of the Indian epics.   The  Vedic Vishnu.,
connected with Surya, the sun, became Vishnu the
preserver; Rudra, connected with Indra and the
Maruts, became the destroyer Siva.
According to Hindu belief all death leads to
new life, all destruction to reproduction; hence Siva
finally becomes the creator and he is more often
symbolized by Linga, the male organ of generation
and emblem of reproduction, than by any repre-
sentation of destruction. Sometimes the linga is
surrounded by the female symbol YonL
Vishnu and Siva, in their various male and female
shapes, have continued to be the favourite gods
of the Hindu.